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“Searching for the cure one piece at a time”




What is Vitiligo?
Vitiligo is a genetic, autoimmune skin disease causing loss of pigment from areas of the skin, resulting in irregular white spots or patches. Vitiligo affects about .05% to 1% of the population and can start at any age, but about half of those with vitiligo develop it before the age of 20, and about 95% before age 40. It affects both genders, and all races and ethnicities. Although it is a progressive condition, some people will experience years without additional pigment loss.
Vitiligo is not contagious in any way. The precise cause of vitiligo is not well-understood, though it seems to be the result of a combination of genetic, immunologic, biochemical and neurogenic factors.  It is often, though not always, seen in families.  Though the condition has no other known effects on the body, the psychological and social effects are well documented. It can be especially devastating to children and those with darker skin.
Currently, there is no cure for vitiligo. Though treatments are available, they do not work for all people and finding a doctor familiar with, and willing to prescribe, current treatments can be quite difficult.
Vitiligo Support International, Inc. (VSI), is a 501(c)(3) organization working to improve the lives of those with vitiligo. All donations to VSI, are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
You can help someone with vitiligo today with your sponsorship. 
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